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SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES USING 
THE COURSE "THE MESSAGE OF JESUS 
TO OUR MODERN LIFE" 1 



STUDY III 
THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT 



relate to prayer and its uses. They are al 
aware that the feeling on this particular 
topic has at times been so strong as to pro- 
duce special cults, and that on the other 
hand the indifference to prayer has become 
so prevalent among certain groups of people 
that it has fallen into almost total disuse, 
even among Christian people. No subject 
can be more worthy of thought and of experi- 
ment. A definite program may be as 
follows: 

Program I 

Leader: (i) Current views of prayer in 
our day; an impartial presentation of facts. 

(2) Current views of prayer in Jesus' day. 
Members: (1) The prayers of Jesus: 

(a) for himself; (b) for others; (c) for the 
progress of God's Kingdom. (2) The model 
prayer which Jesus gave to his disciples. 

(3) Jesus' teaching concerning the time and 
place of prayer. (4) Jesus' teaching con- 
cerning answer to prayer. 

Discussion: (1) Can people who believe 
in scientific law, in nature, and in human life 
consistently pray, i.e., is the teaching of 
Jesus concerning prayer contrary to science 
or in accordance with the laws of human and 
divine nature as we know them ? (2) Strik- 
ing examples of answer to prayer. 

Program II 

The second meeting deals with a topic 
equally important. Life must be to all men 

1 These suggestions relate to the work of the third month of this course, the student material 
for which is contained in this number of the Biblical World. The whole course may be obtained 
in leaflets for use with classes by registered members of the Institute. Registration fee, 50 cents 
plus 4 cents postage. Address: The American Institute of Sacred Literature, The Univer- 
sity of Chicago, Chicago, 111. 



Judging from the title of the work for the 
present month, a group of students might 
feel that they were entering upon a rather 
abstract period of work. On the contrary, 
this particular study presents much that is 
concrete and worthy of earnest discussion. 
Before this, most of the group have come to 
feel that the life of the spirit is something as 
real and tangible as the life of the body, and 
that if one accepts the beliefs of Jesus con- 
cerning God, and attempts to regulate his 
conduct on the principles of Jesus, the results 
will be the creation of a certain type of char- 
acter. These will also feel that this life of 
the spirit is an all-pervading element in 
human activity, which can be trained and 
cultivated according to laws as definite in 
many ways as those which govern the physi- 
cal universe. Moreover, it has also been 
seen that a human being can only fulfil his 
complete function if the spiritual life is 
brought to a reasonable state of perfection, 
and thereby rendered capable of efficient 
service in society. 

The work of the month falls into two 
quite distinct groups of topics, each of which, 
however, is very essential in the cultivation 
of this life of the spirit. The first one or two 
meetings will deal with prayer. It is im- 
portant in considering this topic that mem- 
bers of the group should see clearly, and 
realize for themselves, the actual conditions 
in the religious life of today, so far as they 



418 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



a series of choices — the choice of the higher 
or the choice of the lower. Jesus taught 
clearly that even membership in the King- 
dom of God was a matter of choice. 

Leader: The leader may very well, there- 
fore, present to his club some estimate of the 
place which this matter of choice occupies in 
the lives and destinies of different groups in 
society. 

Members: (i) The principles which 
guided Jesus in his choice of a course of con- 
duct. Illustrate by stories from his life. 
(2) The losses and the gains to one who today 
chooses membership in the Kingdom of God 
as Jesus pictured it. 

Discussion: Can one have a good time 
and be a Christian of the type that Jesus 
would approve? 

(3) The bearing of the principle of evolu- 
tion on the question of the future life. (4) If 
the Kingdom of God were limited to this life, 
would the rewards of membership compen- 
sate for the self-denying life of members ? 



Discussion: Is the Kingdom of God as 
conceived by Jesus a heavenly gift or a moral 
task to be achieved ? 

A most appropriate subject for investi- 
gation in connection with this topic would 
be the character of the conception of a future 
life held by different people in the com- 
munity, and a study of how this conception 
affects the program of life in individual 
cases. 
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